Announcement:

A New Offering From Simmons School of Management 

The MBA Certificate in Entrepreneurship

· Do You Have Aspirations of Launching Your Own Business?

· Have You Already Started But Want to Know What it Takes to Get to The Next Level?

· Do You Hope to Work for an Entrepreneurial Organization?

There are currently more than 6.2 million women-owned firms in the United States, employing 9.2 million people and generating sales of $1.15 trillion. Each day more and more women are joining the entrepreneurial ranks, as women continue to open businesses at more than twice the rate as men. Even more striking, larger women-owned businesses grew by over 18%, well above the national average.  

Why do these trends matter? Regardless of the likely economic impact, the opportunities for you can be significant in terms of financial, career, and personal independence.  At Simmons, we provide women the skills, knowledge, and entrepreneurial training to succeed in the position of their choice – whether at the helm of her own enterprise, within a corporation, or a non-profit organization. 

In response to the increased interest in entrepreneurial enterprises, the School of Management is now offering the MBA Certificate in Entrepreneurship as an exciting enhancement to the Simmons MBA. The Certificate will formally be launched this fall and may be awarded to a Simmons MBA alumna. 

Certificate Overview

The Certificate will involve the following, sequenced curriculum:

· Stage 1: Pathways to New Ventures: Business Opportunities (2 credits*)
· Stage 2: Entrepreneurship and New Venture Management (2 credits*)
· Stage 3: Growth Strategies for the Emerging Enterprise (3 credits)
· Stage 4: Entrepreneurship Practicum (3 credits)
*As of Fall 2005, all classes in the certificate program will be 3 credits.
As a current student, you can begin your work toward the Certificate this spring by enrolling in Professor Kickul’s Pathways to New Ventures. This course will provide an overview of the opportunity identification process by examining how people, the industry, and the social environment interact as an individual identifies or creates and shapes entrepreneurial and organizational opportunities. Entrepreneurial strategies for information gathering and analysis are introduced as well as strategies for developing the entrepreneur’s network of intellectual, social, and financial support.

A second section of the Pathways to New Ventures course will be offered in Summer 2005 on selected Saturdays and one evening.  The Entrepreneurship elective will follow the Pathways to New Ventures course in the summer.

Program Goals

Through the completion of the MBA Certificate in Entrepreneurship, you will have an increased capacity to:

· Create and grow new ventures, either independently or within existing organizations. These ventures will have a sustainable, profitable, and competitive advantage;

· Return to an existing organization or family-owned business and successfully manage and grow the business; and

· Import the entrepreneurial way of thinking and acting in existing corporations, non-profits, or governmental institutions.

The Simmons Difference

What makes our entrepreneurial focus different from that of other business schools? Most obviously, our focus is on women entrepreneurs and particularly on the challenges women entrepreneurs face, whether these may be in establishing credibility, getting financing or negotiating the best terms with clients. Equally important, is that, while other business schools focus mostly on theory, Simmons’s primary focus is on implementation and execution, from writing a business plan, to getting funding, to managing growth. 

As you know, for the past two years Dr. Jill Kickul, the Elizabeth J. McCandless Professor in Entrepreneurship, has led the School of Management’s entrepreneurial initiatives. Through her work inside and outside of the classroom, she has demonstrated consistent leadership in shaping the School’s educational agenda by expanding the entrepreneurial curriculum for MBAs and undergraduates, developing educational programs for women business owners, bringing leading entrepreneurs to Simmons, and undertaking cutting-edge research on women in entrepreneurship.

Simmons is proud to now offer students and alumnae the opportunity to further formalize their learning with Dr. Kickul and to take full advantage of her expertise and experience through the MBA Certificate in Entrepreneurship.

Program Details

Start Date: Pathways to New Ventures: Business Opportunities begins on

Monday, January 31 from 6:30-9 pm and will be taught by Professor Kickul. The summer section dates have not yet been determined.
Cost:  Current cost per credit is $810. Tuition cost per credit for Fall 2005 have not yet been released.
Deadline To Register: is Monday, January 31 and you may register by contacting Paula Donaldson at paula.donaldson@simmons.edu or at 617-521-3832.
If you have any questions, please contact Paula Donaldson, noted above.

