
Basic Design Principles

Don’t forget these basic principles as you design for the web
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Alignment

Basic Rule: Don’t Mix Alignments



Proximity
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Repetition



Repetition

• Navigational elements

• Colors

• Layout

• Typography

• Illustrations



Repetition

“Consistency”
Visitors won’t have to learn their way around your site with each new page



Contrast



Contrast

• Creates a visual hierarchy

• Allows visitors to skim a page with lots of info without getting overwhelmed

• Helps direct attention to most important content
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Contrast

• Basic Rule: If two elements (type, rules, graphics, colors, texture) are 
not the same, make them very different

• Basic Rule: Create a focal point — something must dominate the 
design



Recap

• Alignment

• Proximity

• Repetition

• Contrast


