Layout Techniques

Columns and Basic Grids




Common Use of Columns




One Column Layout

Mark Boulton

Web Directions &
Typographic Structure

ast week I presented at Web Directions South 09 here in Sydney,
- Australia on Font Embedding and Typography. It’s a talk I gave

-«

¢* at @media 09 in London over the summer. I enjoyed giving the

presentation — despite AV problems which resulted in a ten
minute reduction in time allowed and having to give the presentation
without notes. But the show went on.

But despite that single hitch, Web Directions was quite possibly the best web
conference I've been to. I was congratulating John and Maxine at a speakers BBQ
on the Sunday following the conference, and it became evident it was down to their
undying attention to every, single little detail, from the moment you register to the
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ne Column Layout

Home About Archi Contact Follow Join the 2150 RSS Feed Subscribers @

Submit a CSS related link - Search

POSHCSS

FOR THE MODERN DAY WEB DESIGNER

Formalize CSS

# Linked to 18 October 2010 in Code by Sam Brown

I want some measure of control over form elements, without changing them
so drastically as to appear foreign in a user’s operating system. Thus, my
quest to find a happy medium, where browsers would generally agree and let
me keep my sanity. The result is what I'm simply referring to as Formalize
CSss.

Read more at sonspring.com

CSS Counters: counter-increment

and Friends
# Linked to 25 August 2010 in Articles by Sam Brown

A comprehensive discussion of how to use CSS counters, including an

poshcss.com

»




Two Column Layout

®no brown blog | The design blog of Matt Brown and Tiffani Jones Brown - thingsthatarebrown.com

l E]I] @ @] m# http://thingsthatarebrown.com/blog/ C] (Qv Google

W

brown blog. SN

+r Conventional Wisdom

28th BY MATT BROWN — 2

Old habits die hard. For as long as computers have been built, people looking to upgrade to a new
computer have obsessed about the CPU clock speed—higher is better! The truth is, for the last 5 years or
so the CPU has been the least relevant aspect of system performance.

For all but a few unique tasks, the main chip in your computer is irrelevant. Almost shockingly so. But
computers are difficult devices to sell and market without giving people a marketing anchor, and since
CPU is the ‘engine’ of the computer, that’s what’s focused on. Unfortunately this chip fetish is marketed to

Brown Blog




Two Column Layout
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Brown Blog

The New Office of Things That Are Brown

BY TIFFANI JONES BROWN — 4

Vacation Responder On
BY TIFFANI JONES BROWN

10K Apart Contest Winners Announced!
BY MATT BROWN

RFP: Recipe For Pain

BY TIFFANI JONES BROWN — 1

Content Strategy Seattle

BY TIFFANI JONES BROWN

SXSWi 2011 Panel Roundup

BY TIFFANI JONES BROWN — 2

— )




Two Column Layout

®ono Snook.ca: Tips, Tricks and Bookmarks on Web Development.

+ |[© http://www.snook.ca/

TIPS, TRICKS & BOOKMARKS
on WEB DEVELOPMENT

5 WHY WEDON'T HAVE A PARENT SELECTOR

OCTOBER 10, 2010

On a seemingly regular basis, I see this discussion come up as to whether CSS
should have a particular feature like the parent selector and while I haven't
worked on a browser engine, I have my theories. In short: performance. How CSS
gets evaluated With work, I've had to do quite a bit of examination of
performance. We run a number of tools over an application to determine where
the bottlene...

READIT ALL »

MY IPAD EXPERIENCE WITH A BLUETOOTH
KEYBOARD

OCTOBER 04, 2010

»

On an impulse, I decided to buy the Bluetoothed Apple Wireless keyboard for use
with the iPad. I felt there were times where I would want to create content
without wanting to pull out my laptop and still have the flexibility of putting the

Lavhnard aumw tn aninv tho nenal honoafite af tho iDad T'm citting in tho middla

Snook.ca

SNOOK.CA
ABOUT - WORK - CONTACT

P

I'm Jonathan Snook and I write about
web design and development. I speak at
conferences and I yammer on about
what I'm having for lunch on Twitter.
You can keep up to date with everything I
blog here via the RSS feed.

Want to learn more?

Disk visualization tool. Easy.
Reantifnl. Fun

(Q~ Google )




Two Column Layout

®no Identity Designed
[]>] ) L] ID htp: /igentitydesigned.com/ &= ¢ J(a- Google )
A
Home About Contact RSS Elsewhere: on Twitter
Identity Designed is a showcase Virgin Galactic M
and forum for those involved in !
the design of brand identities. PUBLISHED ON OCTOBER 26TH, 2010 12 COMMENTS =« |
|
|
. |
Subscribe |
Updates via email |
Updates via RSS |
Follow on Twitter |
Join on Facebook \
|
Latest features '
'

Virgin Galactic

ITI

S/OTio

LM Wind Power
K.P.D.O.

NPT

Theurel & Thomas
Conservation International
Glacé Artisan Ice Cream
Ink Copywriters
Botanical Bakery

MARK

Museo Tamayo

Fred International
Recreation Awards
Believe in

Wright Brothers

Identity Designed




Three Column Layout

<em>W</em>'s New W - Brand New

@ @ + |z http://www.underconsideration.com/brandnew/archives/ws_new_w.php

[RSS| C] CQ' Google

CHOOSE YOUR LAYOUT:

CENTERED OR FLUSH LEFT

VIA QUIPSOLOGIES

A filtered selection of curious, creative, and

notable brand- and identity-related
projects, stories, and events via

Q also by UnderCx
Vol. 45 | No. 194

By arminvit on Nov.01.2010

Brand New

BRAND NEW

OPINION BY CLINTON DUNCAN

Ws New W

BEFORE AFTER
Wmagazine, first published in 1971, is a monthly American fashion magazine, published by Condé Nast.

Its average reader is female, mature and lives in a household with yearly income of $135,840. In response
to declining circulation figures, Condé Nast hired Stefano Tonchi creator and editor of the highly regarded

ABOUT BRAND NEW

RSS

SUBMIT TIPS

JOB BOARD

BRAND NEW CLASSROOM

ADV X 3

Flaunt

Designing effective,
compelling and memorable
portfolios of creative work.

Want to Advertise on UnderConsideration?
E-mail Us

RECENT COMMENTS

-~ Shape of Singapore: 26

Myspace Goes Blank: 107

- The Many Layers of Oprah: 71
- FAO Schwarz's New Hire: Wit: 52
- ATree Grows in D: 108

B is for Blue, Beer and Bavaria: 72

- Rand Rolis Off the Press: 80

- BusinessWeek Drops the Serifs: 51

>




Three Column Layout

grain edit

« Jim Flora Prints « Stefan Glerum: Illustration » FEATURES

He

Y. O,

enormouschamplon Studio
Visit

‘a:

Blanca Gomez Interview

A

Dan Stiles Interview

Art of the Luggage Label

\\

— Sasha Barr Interview

Grain Edit

clickhereto
get yummy grain feed 3
delivered to your RSS oven

Email updates
>

Syndication

grain feed (RSS)
grain widget

re

re-think analytics

Real-time web analytics + heatmaps
from Reinvigorate. Try it free for 14
days.

OLIR POSTER PICK




Three Column Layout

THE LIVE MUSIC CAPITAL

Friday Top 5: Psychopath Songs

Nothing brings out our core values like the holidays. Halloween, for example, is a day to celebrate the most important...

Show Review: Interpol @ Stubbs (10/28)

Austin Town Hall

Not sure what to expect here. Could Interpol be
dynamic? They carry such atight, polished sound.
How would the gravel grounds take to their live
performance? Follow the jump for more.

ALBUM REVIEWS SHOWS

Diamond Rings
Special Affections
ok kk

Warpaint
The Fool
Y de Kk

- Frank Smith

MP3S/TUNES FEATURED comMmics

SEARCH

[

Popup Player

Week's Most Popular

FT50: ALBUMS OF THE '00S

CONTEST: FUN FEST PASSES!

NEW TUNES FROM THE SOUNDS

FT5: BAND LOGOS

PORN

JENNY AND JOHNNY

CONTEST: JENNY & JOHNNY PRIZE PACK

People We Like

AlISTIN EAVEGNDNADDED




Three Column Layout

THE ASTONISHING ADVENTURES OF

&30

KRISTOCRATIC ADVENTURER AND GENTLE-MAN OF ACTION

Transeribed To The

INTERNET

by

R AD

FANTON

1s1/2p

Readers
EY FEEDEURNER

HOME «» ABOUT HISLORDSHIP «» ADVENTURESTTHUSFAR «» DONATE <» ABOUT MR.FANTON - Mgt

ARCHIVES

. 0102030405060708 09101112 | 2010

Y 0203040506070809101112 | 2009

0102030405 060708 09101112 | 2007

010203040506070809101112 | 2008

LORD LIKELY'S hXTRA-ORﬁINA RY
INTER-ACTIVE

Ly

{4 The Perfect Tool For Any Man’ 3
OR g

Hirsute Woman

m

Lord Likely

'LIKELY'S WHORE-BOX

&9 OCTOBER

ZS A 2010

HOW A DANDY SHALL

'MAKE THE DANDY DANDIER

Core here, Dragon- 50
13y SLAY THEE !/

incredibly arousing

ABOUT HIS
LORDSHIP

Lord Likely was a renowned
member of the English aristocracy
in the Victorian era. Tales of his
exhilarating, enthralling and
highly erotic exploits were

" legendary, but only now have his

own, personal diaries resurfaced
(found in a branch of Help the
Aged in Swindon), shedding light
on the life of this extraordinary

_eccentric.

Warning: these journals contain
material that some people may
find terribly offensive, or

Peruse Further...




Four Column Layout

22° Work Play
san francisco print, interactive, photography &
earth ing design p | dondad.

Unfurl About

admiration sonia chan
near & far afield sonia@area-22.com

Unfurl ®

Of books, books, books, book, books,
among other articles of admiration. | hope
you'll find an item of interest among them?
—P.S. Ilove hard-cooked eggs.

SIMPLE

Il 4 S
A B .

Tartine Bread Nico London Minimum
Perhaps we all admire most in talents we
ourselves forfeit? Alas, | haven't skills for howling wind, | came upon this most late, | felt somewhat entitled to a frivolous
cooking nor baking. | shall present these impeccably designed periodical in a tiny reward. Along with its atypical subject
snapshots for their visual allure, with hopes neighbourhood newsagent. Delivered upon matter, this book's steadfastly refined layout
that others shall perhaps make more fitful a formal yet dancing grid system, perhaps and stunning photo compositions caught my
use of this book while | may only enjoy it for ~ you might wish to join me in taking a peek at  attention at a bookshop! Perhaps you might

While briefly seeking shelter from the Having worked rather lengthy hours of

Area 22

Think / Make

| wish | could invite you to my flat for a
coffee and a thorough inspection of this
lovely lesser known book, which covers the
projects and the thought provoking work

pi behind the i firm of
Della Valle Benheimer. Alas, | hope these




One Column Layouts

Doesn’t leave much room
for design.

Very hard to use.




Two Column Layouts

The standard for simple websites.

Usually one column for content and one sidebar.




Three Column Layouts

Usually two small columns and one large.

Putting the two small columns next to each other is
more visually appealing.




Basic Composition Theory

Devine Proportion and Grids




The Divine Proportion

e A visual representation of the
number Phi
(1.618033988749895)

¢ Also known as the Fibonacci
Sequence

e Appears everywhere: in math,
nature, art, design, etc

e Named by Renaissance artists
“divine” since they thought it
was created
by God

¢ Associated with beauty; just
“feels” right




How to Apply to the Web?

e Can’t really know height of composition, which rules out precise formula

¢ \/ariables in screen resolution, browser window size, etc.

e Can only follow “best case” based on assumptions and approximate

¢ Take target screen resolution: 1024 x 768

e Subtract for “chrome” (968 with scrollbar, 983 without), accommodate the assumed
“fold” (578 on a 19” monitor, 410 on a 17” monitor)

¢ Adjust width maximum to provide for easy subdivision: I'd recommend 960




Apply Rule of Thirds

¢ “Golden Grid Rule”

e Approximates the divine proportion

¢ Divide a space into thirds (vertically and horizontally)




NAVICGATION CONTENT AREA

—160px— ———320 px 320 px ——

320px —F+——————640px ——————————

Rule of Thirds Basic Web Layout




The 960 Grid System




960 Grid System

e Assume a minimum resolution of 1024x760
® This gives us about 960 pixels of width
¢ 960 is a nice number

¢ \We have lots of options for grids




A Basic Website Layout With 4 Columns




4 Column Grid Overlay

960/ 4 = 240
Add in a 10px margin on each side
4 columns of 220px wide

Total width of each column is 240px




8 Column Grid Overlay

960/8 =120
Add in a 10px margin on each side
4 columns of 100px wide

Total width of each column is 120px




12 Column Grid Overlay

960/12 =80
Add in a 10px margin on each side
4 columns of 60px wide

Total width of each column is 80px




16 Column Grid Overlay

960 /4 =60
Add in a 10px margin on each side
4 columns of 40px wide

Total width of each column is 60px




960 Grid

* The grid is just a guide
¢ [t’s not meant to be followed strictly

e Use it, but also break it




THE WINNERS

Grand Prize Winner!

The Runners-Up

- Hakim El Hattab
Sinuous

A game built using canvas and JavaScript - no
external libraries. The game requires only
mouse movement or swiping
(iPad/iPhone/Android) as input. Total size:
6.9KB. The goal is to avoid colliding with red
dots while looking for green ones. The
longer you can stay alive, the higher you will
score!

LAUNCH APP

by Hakim El Hattab

Congrats To Our
Grand Prize Winner.

The outstanding Sinuous
has won the 10k Apart
Grand Prize, for the best
overall app. Sinuous's
makers will receive a paid
pass to any AEA Event, a
$3000 Visa Gift Card and a
copy of HTMLs for Web
Designers.

Way to go, Sinuous!

BEST TECHNICAL

+ Fontanero

10K Adventure game

Fontanero

10K Apart

BEST DESIGN

Matchuppps

PEOPLE'S CHOICE

RGB Invaders

Touché,

Runners Up.

All three winners will
receive paid registration to
any AEA event, a $1000 Visa

Cash Card, and a copy of
HTMLs for Web Designers.

Congratulations, all!

—
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THE WINNERS

Grand Prize Winner!

The Runners-Up

Hakim El Hattab

Sinuous
by Hakim El Hattab

A game built using canvas and JavaScript - no
external libraries. The game requires only
mouse movement or swiping
(iPad/iPhone/Android) as input. Total size:
6.9KB. The goal is to avoid colliding with red
dots while looking for green ones. Th

longer you can stay alive, the higher you will
score!

Congrats To Our

Grand Prize Winner.
The outstanding Sinuous
has won the 1ok Apart
Grand Prize, for the best
overall app. Sinuous's
makers will receive a paid
pass to any AEA Event, a
$3000 Visa Gift Card and a
copy of HTMLs for Web
Designers.

Way to go, Sinuous!

e

BEST TECHNICAL

e

st Fontanerd

BEST DESIGN

PEOPLE'S CHOICE

Matchuppps

Fontanero
hv @nrivate face &

10K Apart

Matchuppps

hv Ian Starm Tavlar

RGB Invaders
hv Fonr Ralichev

Touché,

Runners Up.

All three winners will
receive paid registration to
any AEA event, a $1000 Visa
Cash Card, and a copy of
HTMLs for Web Designers.

Congratulations, all!




favorite t-shirt store, now has a book S0 you' can
enjoy more than one shirt at a time.
http://bit.ly/cg91ine

from Poccuo's Twitter

Featured Work More Case Studies
| annd W' L

Amplifier Content Marketing The Immokalee Foundation Atlantic Media

Content marketing with a music twist — this is what Education, empowerment, and hope. That's what The Ever wanted to see what the leading opinion-makers

you'll find at Amplifier, a new firm in the DC metro area. Immokalee Foundation provides to underprivileged are talking about, all in one place? The Atlantic Wire has

Ampilifier brought in Poccuo to provide the CMS, students in southwest Florida. Poccuo and TIF have you covered, and Poccuo helped to make sure you'l

copy, and design that works best for the message teamed up on more than a dozen initiatives to help be able to find the commentators and articles that

they want to deliver. make that happen. interest you most.

The Latest More Entries

CarrmeIshmael. Some
precisely—having little or r
ing particular to interest r
sail about a little and see tl
is a way I have of driving «
circulation. Whenever I fi
the mouth ; whenever it it
my soul; whenever I find )

Poccuo
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favorite t-shirt store, now has a book so inl can
enjoy more than one shirt at a time.
http://bit.ly/cggine

from Poccuo's Twitter

Polyvinyl Records Amplifier Content Marketing Magazines & War

Independent record labels have three clear goals: Content marketing with a music twist — this is what Behind every strong art exhibition lies an interactive
maintain a cutting-edge image, make sure online you'll find at Amplifier, 2 new firm in the DC metro area. multimedia kiosk, right? That's what Poccuo and the
shopping is easy, and foster a sense of belonging that Amplifier brought in Poccuo to provide the CMS, curator of Magazines & War thought.

brings visitors back. Poccuo was glad to assist copy, and design that works best for the message

Polyvinyl Records on every front they want to deliver.

The Latest Moare Entries

CarrmeIshmael. Some
precisely—having little or r
ing particular to interest r
sail about a little and see ti
is a way I have of driving «
circulation. Whenever | fi
the mouth ; whenever it it
my soul; whenever I find

Poccuo




What about vertical rhythm?




What about vertical rhythm?

e \ertical rnythm is based on things like text size
and leading

¢ Users can change the text size in their browser

e [t’s very difficult to control the vertical rhythm




