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The guts

• GSLIS uses Mediawiki (just like Wikipedia)
• Runs on PHP/MySQL
• Configured using LocalSettings.php

– This is hidden from you on our installations, 
but we can make changes if needed.



Wikis 2.0
• Spring 2006 - GSLIS builds its first “wiki 

farm”
• Summer 2007 - Wikis 2.0 project

– Upgrade Mediawiki to current version
– Increase central manageability of wikis
– Add new extensions
– Add more flexibility for end users
– Incorporate “lessons learned”



New version of Mediawiki
• Old wikis: MediaWiki: 1.5.8
• New wikis: MediaWiki 1.10.2

– Already behind! 



Wikis 2.0: Can I has?
• Wikis 2.0 features now available on all 

wikis created after 8/25/2007.
• Older wikis will be migrated in coming 

months
• If you need a new feature now, let us know 

and we will investigate an early migration 
for your wiki.



New “Wikis 2.0” extensions
• A number of new extensions included by 

default -- others can be added upon 
request

• See Special:Version page for details
– For example, 

http://gslis.simmons.edu/wikis/sandbox4/Special:Version

http://gslis.simmons.edu/wikis/sandbox4/Special:Version


Tables



SimpleTable Extension



User Rights
• Mediawiki traditionally had limited rights 

management 
– “Wiki way” tradition
– This is improving as more private 

organizations start using it
– We have successfully set up limited access 

wikis, but requires shenanigans!
• Some of the things discussed in this 

workshop will require “Sysop” access



Special: User rights management



Changing sidebar navigation
• Sysop can edit Mediawiki:Sidebar



Categories
• A powerful organizational tool that allows you to 

group pages in different ways
– Can be used for:
– Workflow
– Sorting
– Improved navigation
– Etc.



Creating Categories

• Note that once you have created a 
category, it also has its own editable page

• Category pages include links to all pages 
in that category, and whatever additional 
content you want to add



Redirects
• Allow you to “bounce” people from one 

page address to another
– Useful to correct for misspellings, upper/lower 

case, moved pages, or other ambiguities



Moving pages
• Requires Sysop privs
• Moves page and creates redirect



Protecting pages
• Allows you to prevent editing of certain pages
• Requires “sysop” privileges



Deleting pages
• Requires Sysop
• Reversible, but only by sysop



Citations
• New Mediawiki supports Cite.php

extension, which makes references easier 
to handle:



Creating a citation



Reusing a citation



More on citations
• Cite.php documentation

– http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Cite/
Cite.php

http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Cite/Cite.php
http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Cite/Cite.php


Namespaces
• A way to separate content into different 

“bins”
– Mediawiki includes built-in namespaces

• Main (default)
• Talk (discussion pages)
• Special (special pages)
• Mediawiki (configuration pages)
• etc.



Creating Namespaces
– You can add “custom” namespaces in 

Localsettings.php
• Normally create in pairs so that there is a 

discussion and a regular namespace
• We can do this for you in the Tech Lab



Building Templates
• Templates allow you to pre-build pages 

and include them in other pages.
– Simplest example:

Places the content of Template:Disclaimer onto the current page



Templates
• Templates allow you to create reusable 

content that can be pulled into multiple 
places on the wiki

• Advanced templates allow “fill in the 
blanks” customization



Confused about templates?
• Well, remember these?



A simple template



Templates with named parameters



Getting fancy: conditionals
• Using conditionals, it is possible to create very complex 

templates that behave differently in different situations
• Rely on “Parser Functions” extension

• http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:ParserFunctions

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:ParserFunctions


Extension: Google Maps



Creating a Google Map
• Coding

• Toolbar helper



Extension: Videoflash
• Allows embedding of video from popular 

sharing services such as YouTube



Installing Mediawiki



But wait…
• Does your web provider already offer it?



Create a MySQL database
• This varies a bit depending on your web 

provider



Download and uncompress 
• http://www.mediawiki.org

– Files will be in the tar.gz format. You will need 
to uncompress.

• Mac: StuffIt Expander
• PC: 7-Zip, http://www.7-zip.org/

– You will end up with a folder full of files

http://www.mediawiki.org/
http://www.7-zip.org/


Upload to web root
• Use FTP client (I’m using FileZilla)
• Rename directory to make prettier URL



Run installer
• Mediawiki basically installs itself from this 

point



Not as scary as it looks…



Not as scary as it looks…
• Name
• E-mail
• Database information
• Administrator login
• Most of the rest is optional



Move config file
• The installer writes a configuration file, but 

you must manually move it to the right 
place.

• After you do this, the wiki should work!



Now what?
• Lots more documentation online:

– http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/User_hub

• Stop by the lab – we’ll do our best to help
• E-mail me: dwiggins@simmons.edu

http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/User_hub
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