Brief Descriptions of Reference Book Types
	Type
	Description
	Sample Title

	Bibliography of Bibliographies
	A listing of bibliographies (lists of published works) on various topics.

	Bibliographic Index

	National Bibliography
	Provides as complete a record as possible of all books published within a certain time by or about a country.  Are exhaustive, scholarly, accurate, descriptive.


	Evans, American Bibliography

	Trade Bibliography
	Produced by publishers who inform booksellers as to what is available for purchase.  Includes price, pages, author, title, date, but no description.

	Roorbach, Bibliotecha Americana

	Subject Bibliography
	A comprehensive bibliography (list of published works) covering one specific subject area or topic.

	Blanck, Bibliography of American Literature

	Review Journal
	Collection of articles about a certain theme / issue / topic.  Journal editors decide on or invite authors to write about the chosen theme for each issue.


	Library Trends

	Journal of Reviews
	A journal devoted to publishing reviews of books and other materials.  Organized by subject area; reviews written by subject experts.


	Choice

	Index of Reviews
	A source used to identify reviews of a specific book, or other material.


	Book Review Digest

	Index to the literature of a subject
	A source used to identify information (books, articles, etc.) published about one subject area.  Arranged by subject/author, tend to be scholarly in nature.


	Library Literature

	Abstracting Journal
	An index to a subject or a periodicals index that also includes abstracts or summaries of each item (book, article, etc.) included.


	Library and Information Science Abstracts

	Periodicals Index
	A general source used to locate periodical / newspaper articles about a topic or by an author; arranged by subject, author.


	Readers Guide to Periodical Literature

	Type
	Description
	Sample Title

	Government Document
	A list of publications (books, periodicals) held by a group of libraries.


	Occupational Outlook Handbook

	Newspaper Index
	A source used to identify newspaper articles from one or several newspapers; arranged by subject, author, date.


	New York Times Index

	Pamphlets Index
	A source used to locate pamphlets (and other esoteric, miscellaneous publications) about a specific topic.


	Vertical File Index

	Index to a literary form
	A source used to identify publications of a specific literary form included in collected works, such as poetry, plays or essays.


	Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry

	Dictionary
	A source that gives definitions of words, phrases.  Can be general or devoted to a specific subject.


	Webster’s Third

	Encyclopedia
	A source that gives comprehensive definitions and background information about words, people, places, topics.  Can be general or subject-specific.


	New Encyclopedia Britannica

	Yearbook
	An annual source that presents the events of the previous year in a concise format.


	Stateman’s Yearbook

	Current data service
	A daily, weekly, monthly or otherwise regularly-published source that presents the events or facts of the current time period in a brief, concise format.


	Facts on File

	Almanac
	An annual source that collects facts, statistics and miscellaneous information.


	World Almanac Book of Facts

	Statistical Annual
	A source for finding statistics, numbers, charts on various topics.  Can be general or subject-specific.


	Statistical Abstract of the United States

	Biographical Dictionary
	A source that collects information about the lives of famous or notable persons.


	Dictionary of American Biography


	Type
	Description
	Sample Title

	Directory
	Lists names and addresses of people, organizations, businesses, etc.  May also be descriptive or provide brief information besides the contact information.


	Encyclopedia of Associations

	Subject Handbook
	Provides brief encyclopedic-type information about a particular subject or field.


	Hoover’s Handbook of World Business

	Literary Handbook
	An encyclopedic source of information devoted to the field of literature.


	Oxford Companion to American Literature

	Documentary Source Book
	A source that publishes primary documents


	Documents of American History

	Quotations Book
	A source for finding out who said what, or what someone said when and where.


	Bartlett’s Quotations

	Author Concordance
	A source that identifies – word by word – in which of his/her writings a particular author used each word, phrase.


	Concordance to the Writings of William Blake

	Atlas
	A source containing maps, plates, charts of a particular geographical area, or about a particular subject, with or without explanatory information.


	Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide

	Gazetteer
	A dictionary-like source that gives geographic data and information about places; may include descriptions, illustrations, maps.


	Columbia Gazetteer of the World
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