Answers to a few miscellaneous questions about CSS

1. Is there a specific order for position and margin, etc to go in or will it all execute the same?

   The order in which you specify position, margin etc. within a set of {  } doesn't matter, but

· the order in which you write the { } and the cascade may matter (seeSection 9 of  the CSS Notes on the cascade.)

· Style sheets can get very long and complex.  They must be organized.  Two typical methods are either to organize alphabetically (for both html elements and properties) or by grouping relevant items together (e.g. all positioning rules, all text effect rules, etc.)
In this course our style sheets will be simple enough so that we don’t need to worry about this much, but if you google organize CSS  you will find various approaches and software tools for doing this.

2. Why does one use a wrapper div and is it always needed? And what is this margin: auto ?

    It is not always needed but it provides a reference box which you may position all your 
    elements within.  For example, if you don’t want your page to stretch out as wide as some 
    screens, a wrapper can solve that problem.

   In additon, because the default for margins is auto (everything centered within its containing 
   box), putting all your divs inside a wrapper will center the content of your page.

   You may read more at http://stackoverflow.com/questions/2234259/is-it-useful-to-container-
    wrapper-in-every-css-layout or http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BcV_b-RzIM 

  The default setting for margins is auto.  As http://learnlayout.com/margin-auto.html explains, 
   “Setting the width of a block-level element will prevent it from stretching out to the edges of 
   its container to the left and right. Then, you can set the left and right margins to auto to 
    horizontally center that element within its container. The element will take up the width you 
   specify, then the remaining space will be split evenly between the two margins.”

3. Why, when there are 3 fluid columns are they all floated left, even though they appear as 
    left, middle and right?

   When 3 columns are floated left they will each appear as far to the left as they can, given that
    they must be after previous elements which were also floated to the left.  A wonderful 
    tutorial on this is at at http://www.w3.org/community/webed/wiki/Floats_and_clearing and Section 11 
    of the CSS Notes has several other tutorials on floats.

4. For using css and having it work well on both computers and mobile devices, one way is 
    using liquid layouts. In the readings it also talks about having multiple linked css files, which 
    will be chosen depending on device size. How does the browser know with css to link to? 
    What are the names you have to use in the attribute for the different devices?
    
     You may specify which devicethe CSS applies to .  For example, screen and handheld describe 
     monitors and smartphones, respectively.  Section 1E of the CSS Notes shows you how to do 
     this.
    Recently, with the advent of tablets of many sizes it has become common to specify different 
    CSS for different screen widths.  This is discussed in Chapter 13 of this course on Responsive 
    Web Design.

5. For mobile sites wouldn't it be good to have sections floated on top of each other? So float 
     sections on top of each other with a fixed top and bottom so that a person can scroll up 
     and down with their thumbs?

   See Chapter 14 of this course on “Going Mobile.”  There is an excellent discussion of this in 
   Luke Wroblewski’s book (assigned for this course) “Mobile First”.  That discussion must also 
   be interpreted in light of the newer, wider smartphones (sometimes called phablets).  For 
   example, even people with medium sized hands can’t reach the far edge of the middle of their 
   phone when  holding it in one hand.  What does that say about placement/size of the keypad
   for dialing?



 

