Gentle reminders on form validation and basic coding practices
1. All your code should be commented – for your sake when you return to it and for my sake b/c it is good programming practice.

2. If your code gets complicated you may choose to use multiple functions and have one overall validation function call other functions.

3. If nothing is happening then you should include alert boxes to be sure you get to certain points in the code.
Also, you can comment out part of the code and debug it bit by bit.

4. It is poor programming practice to use reserved words as names/ids of variables, elements, etc.
In other words your form should NOT be named form and your numerical variables should NOT be named number. 
 Even when this works (e.g. Number) it is not an informative name/identifier.
It is far better to name your form something like newCourseForm and your variable something like courseNum .

5. Validating forms –calling the function.  
Normally you have a submit button in your form (<input type=’submit’  etc>) and your form tag will include 
<form   name=’myForm’
              id =’myForm’
             onsubmit=’return validate(this)’
                :
>
and you will have a function (in the head or in an external file which you link to from the head)
            function validate(f).

Some sites omit the parameter for the validate() function.  I think that is not great programming style.  It is possible that you have several functions using the same validate function (e.g. one for grad students & one for undergrads).

You can always get a hold of elements without going through the form by using document.getElementById and document.getElementByName, functions which start at the document level, but sending the form to the validate function gives you extra flexibility and possible reusability.  

When we get to jQuery you will find other ways to grab and validate form elements.


7.    Specific validating information for forms 
a. Validating drop down lists
 Remember to use the selectedIndex attribute. 
                     var dd=getElementById(‘myDropDown’);
                     if (dd.selectedIndex==0)
                       { do whatever you need for error message}
                       else {make sure no error message is showing}
   This will work for both single-selection and multiple selection drop down lists so 
   long as you put the instructions in the 0th place of the drop down.

b. Validating radio buttons and check boxes
 There is nothing to validate!  You will be able to determine which ones are checked by  looking thru myRadioButtonSet[i] and seeing when myRadioButtonSet[i].checked is true.

c. In addition to the references I sent you by email on Books 24x7 (which are excellent) 
 there is an excellent article at  
 http://developer.apple.com/internet/webcontent/validation.html and the usual 
 elementary introduction at  http://www.w3schools.com/js/js_form_validation.asp 

d. HTML5 includes some validation for certain form elements, such as  URLs, telephone numbers, dates etc.  Unfortunately, as of fall 2014 these are not uniformly implemented in all browsers and so you are not yet able to depend on them.
      
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Web Centric Resources page has links on best practices for <a href = ‘http://web.simmons.edu/~menzin/WebCentricResources.html#js_best’>JavaScript</a>, in addition to those you have already seen for < a href ‘http://web.simmons.edu/~menzin/WebCentricResources.html#html_best’>HMTL</a>  and <a href = ‘http://web.simmons.edu/~menzin/WebCentricResources.html#css_best’>CSS</a>.





