Modernizr

Modernizr is a library of functions which tests a browser to see if it supports various properties.

jQuery “strongly recommends” the use of such a library.  When you get to learn about using both Modernizr and jQuery we recommend that you load jQuery before you load Modernizr.

Modernizr will return a true or false for each property.  You can then implement a polyfill (work around javascript function) for missing functions.  The current version of Modernizr  includes yepnope, which is a library of polyfills.  You can opt to have them loaded for missing functions only, or you can use Modernizr to test for only that functionality which you need and then load appropriate polyfills.

html5shims is another popular library of polyfills.

You can find Modernizr at http://modernizr.com/ 

At the top of the page you will find the links for documentation and also for resources, including the official polyfills, yepnope, and a set of tutorials and the some browser compatibility tables.   

The tutorial by Faruk Ates (who wrote Modernizr) is particularly clear.
Another clear tutorial is at http://html5doctor.com/using-modernizr-to-detect-html5-features-and-provide-fallbacks/ 

You might also find it amusing to go to haz.io on your favorite browser and smartphone to see what is and is not implemented.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am not insisting on Modernizr in this course,  (up to Modernizr3 as of 2016) since the kind of sites you will be designing use features which are now very standard.  On the other hand, if you want to use gradients, rounded corners, or even the date input type, then you should either be using Modernizr and providing polyfills or testing your features on caniuse.com or quirksmode.com to see if those features are implemented in the browsers you are targeting.

