
Notes for Class Following Chapter 8 – HW Assignment 1

1. The aim of this part of the course is for you to be able to read schemas, not to design them.

2. An XML Schema is an XML document.  Like all XML documents it is structured as a tree.

3. An XML schema may draw in other schema, and always draws in the standard type definitions from the w3c.

In order to avoid naming conflicts for all these definitions, XML uses namespaces.  That is, XML provides a way to make a short abbreviation for another schema and to prefix all the definitions from that schema with the abbreviation.  

An element or attribute or type definition which has this abbreviation in front of it is referred to as (fully) qualified.  For example, if we have used xs as the abbreviation for the w3c schema which defines all the XML, then xs:element refers to the definition of an element in that w3c schema.

4. Simple elements (and types) have no attributes or children.

Simple types may also be defined as a subset of another (e.g. built-in) simple types.
In XML_Notes_7 you will see how to do that.

5. Complex types are built up thru sequences (of children) and/or by adding attributes.

6. When a type is defined at the top level(a child of the root)  then it may be used by other elements and types.  

For example, we might define an address type and then use it inside a customer element to have children billingAddress and shippingAddress.

You may also choose to define an address inside a customer.  Then the definition is hidden from the other elements and types, and can’t be re-used.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s look at the LLBean example. Then on to the Altova tutorial and XMLSpy!

8. The Altova tutorial is at http://www.altova.com/aot/online-training.aspx 
