[bookmark: _GoBack]jQuery – Common Gotchas to Check When Debugging

1. Did you include the jQuery file in the same folder or a proper link to it?

2. Did you put the link to the jQuery file above the (link to) the script which uses jQuery, and the style sheet above that?
The safest order is:
    stylesheet(s) or link(s) to stylesheet(s)
    link to jQuery
    scripts which now may use jQuery

3. What version of jQuery are you using?
For example, there was a removeClass() bug that was fixed in v1.10
If you need to support IE6-8 then you should use v1.latest_x (currently 1.10, but the UI module is 1.11)
If you don’t need an IE vefore IE9, then you should use v2.latest_x
Soon these will be superceded by v3.x and v3 compatible (for the v1.x folks)

4. Have you made sure that all your parentheses and braces match properly? – a good editor will make this easier to do.

5. Do you have semi-colons after each statement?

6. Have you called $(document).ready() exactly once?  
If you need other files toload then you may want to bind jQuery’s ready() to the load event. – see beginning of Chapter 3 of Learning jQuery.

7. Did you pass a function properly as a parameter?
Example:  $(document).ready(myFunc);    //has NO () after myFunc
To quote Learning jQuery (emphasis added by me):

Referencing versus calling functions

When we assign a function as a handler, we use the function name
but omit the trailing parentheses. 

With the parentheses, the function is called immediately; without the parantheses, the name simply identifies, or references, the function, and can be used to call it later.


8. Did you test your selectors?
Try using any of the following:
    http://stevewellens.xtreemhost.com/jQuerySelectorTester.htm   
    http://jsfiddle.net/glenn_antoine/yxmeA/ or http://jsfiddle.net 
    http://fireunit.org/jquery/test/ 
   http://terpconnect.umd.edu/~rfollman/MM_JAVASCRIPT2E/testbed/selectors.html 
    http://sk.kapsi.fi/interactive-jquery-tester.html  a description of how to use it is at
           http://www.devcurry.com/2009/09/test-your-jquery-selectors-using-this.html 
 There used to be a SlickSpeed at mootools.net but it seems to have disappeared.

Here are two interesting pages on the same subject:
http://stackoverflow.com/questions/299802/how-do-you-check-if-a-selector-matches-something-in-jquery (read thru all the comments)
http://ejohn.org/blog/selectors-that-people-actually-use/ (This is from John Resig, who created jQuery).

9. Did you try using the Error Console and jQuery.lint?
https://github.com/padolsey/jquery.lint--old 

10. toggle() and toggleClass() are not the same
toggleClass() will alternate adding and removing a class but toggle() changes the display property.  
Per the end of the CSS Notes, the display and visibility properties are different:
     display: none will hide the element without taking up any space.
     visibility: hidden will hide the element but still allocate space to it.
So toggle() will change the layout by reallocating the space your element used to occupy.

11. 

