Accessing and Validating Forms – Part I

formReferences.html
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
    "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xml:lang="en" lang="en">
<head>
<title> Form Refereces </title>

<!-- put either JavaScript code for validate_formName(f) or -->
<!-- put link to external JavaScript file with that function -->



<!--  THIS PROTYPE FORM FOR USE WITH PHP AND PERL WAS WRITTEN BY M.S.MENZIN ON 3/39/06 FOR CS333 -->

<!--  Written by         on date -->
<!-- OF course your form will be well commented! -->

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript" src="formRefJS.js"></script>

</head>


<body>

<h4>Text box with validation</h4>

<p>Any instructions go here</p>



<form id='formName' name='formName' 

  onsubmit='return validate(this);'>

  <!-- calls an external function and passes whole form -->

  <!-- form will be submitted only if validate returns value of true -->
     

<!--text boxes -->
<input type="text" name="firstField" id="firstXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="secondField" id="secondXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="thirdField" id="thirdXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br /><br />
<input type="text" name="fourthField" id="fourthXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br /><br />
<input type="text" name="fifthField" id="fifthXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="sixthField" id="sixthXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="seventhField" id=seventhXField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br /><br />
<input type='submit' name='go'>

</form>


</body>
</html>

PLEASE NOTICE that the name and id are different for each of these elements, and that the code below uses the NAME.

formRefJS.js
//JS FILE TO VALIDATE A FORM

function validate(f)

{

confirm('First field is '+document.forms[0].elements[0].value);

confirm('Second field is '+document.forms["formName"].elements[1].value);

confirm('Third field is '+document.forms[0].elements["thirdField"].value);

confirm('Fourth field is '+document.forms["formName"].elements["fourthField"].value);

confirm('Fifth field is '+document.forms.formName.elements[4].value);

confirm('Sixth field is '+document.formName.elements[5].value);

confirm('Seventh field is '+document.formName.seventhField.value);

return false;

}

val1form.html

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN"
    "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xml:lang="en" lang="en">
<head>
<title> Form for DBMS Course </title>

<!-- put either JavaScript code for validate_formName(f) or -->
<!-- put link to external JavaScript file with that function -->



<!--  THIS PROTYPE FORM FOR USE WITH PHP AND PERL WAS WRITTEN BY M.S.MENZIN ON 3/39/06 FOR CS333 -->

<!--  Written by         on date -->
<!-- OF course your form will be well commented! -->

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript" src="val1.js">
</script>

</head>


<body>

<h4>Text box with validation</h4>

<p>Any instructions go here</p>



<form id='formName' name='formName' 

  onsubmit='return validate(this);'>

  <!-- calls an external function and passes whole form -->

  <!-- form will be submitted only if validatae returns value of true -->
     

<!--text boxes -->
<input type="text" name="firstField" id="firstField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="secondField" id="secondField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br />
<input type="text" name="thirdField" id="thirdField" value="FILL IT IN!" size="20" />Text to go next to box<br /><br />
<input type='submit' name='go'>

</form>
</body>
</html>
val1.js

//JS FILE TO VALIDATE A FORM

function validate(f)

{

//First we check to see if each text box is empty or still has the default value

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {alert ('Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name); }

var defValue='FILL IT IN!';

var errMsg='';

var mess=' ';

alert('Number of elements in form:'+ f.length);

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {alert ('Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name); 

   e=f.elements[j];

   NullTest= (e.value==null)

   alert('Null test on '+e.name +' is '+NullTest);

  }

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {//alert ('Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name); 

   e=f.elements[j];

   DefTest= (e.value==defValue)

   alert('Default test on '+e.name +' is '+DefTest);

  }

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {//alert ('Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name); 

   e=f.elements[j];

   BlankTest= (e.value=='')

   alert('Blank test on '+e.name +' is '+BlankTest);

  }

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {//alert ('Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name); 

   e=f.elements[j];

   TypeTest= (e.type=='text')

   alert('Type test on '+e.name +' is '+TypeTest);

  }

/*

for(j=0; j<f.length; j++)

  {e=f.elements[i];

   mess=' ';

   mess='Element '+j+' is '+f.elements[j].name+'.  <br />'; 

   //mess+='Type==text test: '+(e.type=="text")+'.  <br />';

   mess+='Default value test: '+ (e.value==defvalue)+'.  <br />';

   mess+='Null test: '+(e.value==null);

   alert(mess);

  }

for(var i=0;i<f.length; i++)

   {e=f.elements[i];

    alert(i);

    if (e.type='text'&& (e.value==defValue || e.value=='' || e.value==null))

        {errMsg += 'Please fill in '+ e.name +'.<br />'; alert(i+"  "+e.name)}

       else {alert ('Element '+i+' is OK.')}

   }

alert(errMsg);

*/

return (errMsg.length==0);

}

