Learning Node

Installing Node

1. How to do it
 If you are on a Windows machine, the simplest way to install Node is to download it at https://nodejs.org  
Other tutorials are at http://blog.teamtreehouse.com/install-node-js-npm-windows and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ODS6RM6x7g me2

There is a  tutorials for installing Node on Macs at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Imj8PgG3bZU&index=2&list=PL6gx4Cwl9DGBMdkKFn3HasZnnAqVjzHn_ 

There is information on installing Node for various flavors of Linux, using the package manager, at https://nodejs.org/en/download/package-manager/  and you will find many others with a search for install node.js linux

2. Checking the PATH
If you are on Windows 7 or 10 then the advice at http://stackoverflow.com/questions/27344045/installing-node-js-and-npm-on-windows-10 will solve any problems with the PATH environment variable.

3. What you get when you install node
     a. To get to node you need to be in the shell or at the command line interface.
     In Windows you can get there by typing the windows key + r and then typng cmd.

      b. If you type npm (at any directory) you will see a list of the modules (small packages) 
      that are automatically installed with node.

      c. To use node you need to navigate to the folder where your files will be.
      If your folder has a simple javascript file named app.js then you run it by typing
                       node  app.js

           For example, your app.js file might have the code:
                        console.log(“Hello World!);

         NOTE:  In code for node it is standard to put in the semi-colons at the end of each 
          line (which is best practices for JS anyway to avoid automated semi-colon insertion.)
