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Office Hours: By Appt.


Text:  
Steinberg, L. (2008).  Adolescence (8th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

And other readings as assigned (approximately 1 per week).

Course Description:


This course will provide you with an in-depth understanding of psychological development during the adolescent period.  This course will not only address the major themes and theories in the study of adolescence, but also incorporate in-depth discussions of research issues and current topics.

Course Evaluation


Grades will be based on two exams, a cumulative final, two integrative essays, one paper, and class participation weighted as follows:

Exams
 (10/5 and 11/4)

30%



Essays
 (3)



45%

         

Participation



  5%

Final




20%


Essays – Over the term you will write three 3- to 5-page papers worth 15 points each. The assignments will be available under the “Essays” link on eLearning. I certainly encourage students to discuss course material (including these projects) outside of class. However, your assignments should be individually written and not be communal projects. More on Academic integrity below.  I try my hardest to return your papers and exams as quickly as possible. However, returned graded material is not my highest priority because it does not affect your educational experience very much. Because your learning is my priority, I focus my energies there. In other words, how quickly I return papers doesn’t affect either your grade or your learning. Further, while I know you’re curious about how you’re doing, your value as a person is unrelated to the grades you get in this course (or any other course for that matter). This means two things. First, you shouldn’t expect your papers back the next class period. Second, you needn’t ask if I’ve got your papers. If I do, I’ll return them. 

One of the best ways to improve both your writing and your thinking is by revising what you’ve written. As such, you may take my feedback and re-write any (or all) of the papers in this course IF you turn the paper in on time. Unfortunately, I won’t have a chance to grade revisions until after classes are over for the semester, so I won’t be able to hand those back in class. The last class is the final time to turn in a paper revision. 

Exams -  On October 5th and November 4th, hour-long exams covering both lecture and textbook material (worth 100 points each) will assess your understanding of course material. In an attempt to integrate material from the entire course, all exams are comprehensive.  They will consist of approximately multiple-choice and short essay questions, and are intended to take 50 minutes. Except as provided by Simmons College Policy as outlined in your student handbook, these exams will not be offered at any time other than the time for which they are scheduled. In other words, there are no make-ups. If you do not take either (or both) exam(s), your grade on the final exam will replace the 0% on any regular exam you missed. I strongly advise all students to prepare for and to take both of the regular hour exams, but if emergencies arise and this is not possible, the final exam will serve as the make-up. Should class be cancelled on an exam day (e.g., Dr. Turner gets sick, snow day, etc.), the exam will be held on the next class period.

Learning is much more important to me than grades. To this end, I want the exams to serve as instruments of learning.
 Although you should come prepared for these exams as you would any other exam, you will have a “second chance” to do well. When you finish each exam you will hand in your answers, but take the questions with you so that you can revise any (or all) of your answers and turn in your revisions at the beginning of the next class (or before class if they are handed in on-line). As with other assignments, late work will not be accepted. You may use your notes, text, the Internet, or any other resource. The best approach is to collaborate with others in this class – but remember, unanimity does not ensure infallibility. Each incorrect answer changed to a correct answer will receive half credit. Unchanged correct answers will receive full credit. Each correct answer changed to incorrect will lose credit. A student who misses an exam is not eligible to participate in this revision.

Final Exam - A comprehensive final examination worth 150 points will be scheduled by the registrar.  The final examination is required, not optional. As per the Student Handbook, “Examinations scheduled by the Office of the Registrar during the regular examination period cannot be taken at ay other time. Students should therefore plan their vacation schedules to begin after the semester’s last testing period.”  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES will I reschedule the final exam for individual students – please do not ask me to provide a make-up – the answer is “No.” The last day of finals this semester is December 18th - please make your travel plans accordingly.


As I’ve already noted, I care about your learning more than your grades. I would like to see you learn steadily throughout the course, but that isn’t always possible. Sometimes students work very hard, but struggle with the material from this course. Often, with hard work, they begin to succeed later in the course. Learning the material after the exams, but learning it nonetheless. Because I don’t want students who do poorly on the first two exams to give up (and therefore stop trying to learn the course material), I offer the following incentive to students: if your final exam score is higher than either of your exam scores, I will substitute the higher final exam score for your earlier score. If your score on the final is lower than your exam scores, then I will average the three (using the weighted average described above).

Extra Credit – Consistent with the psychology department’s policy on student research participation, you can earn up to two percent extra credit on your final course grade through participation in up to two hours of research-related activities. You can earn credit through participating as a volunteer in two hours worth of research offered in the psychology department, completing two hours of equitable alternative activities, or a combination of these two options. You will receive ½ percentage point for each half hour of research participation or participation in an alternative activity for a maximum of 2 percentage points. The complete details for the participation requirement are available on the course web site, and the alternative assignment can be found at http://web.simmons.edu/~psychology/alternative/Alternative.html. You are, of course, free to participate in more than two hours of research activities per semester as an opportunity to learn more about psychological research and/or to earn credit in any other psychology courses you are taking. Note, however, that each hour’s participation can only count in one course.

Grading - I respect you enough to give you accurate feedback about your performance in this class, even when that feedback won’t make you happy. Your grade in this course will be determined solely on basis of the points you earn on the papers, exams, and other assignments. Please note that effort does not factor in here. Anywhere. At least not directly. Those who work harder typically earn more points, but working VERY, VERY, VERY hard and not mastering the material will earn a poor grade. Why doesn’t effort count? First, I have no way of measuring your effort, so how could I use it to grade you? Second, all of your Simmons credentials (your gpa, your degree, awards, honors, etc.) are based on your accomplishments, not your effort. The outside world assumes that someone with a 3.8 gpa actually KNOWS something, not just that she worked hard. How would you feel if you learned, just as you were succumbing to the effects of anesthesia, that your surgeon failed every exam in medical school, but got passing grades his courses because he tried really hard? Would you be scared? I would.


Final grades will be based on the percentage of points earned out of the total:

	Percentage
93-100

90-92

87-89

83-86

80-82

77-79
	Letter Grade
A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+
	
	Percentage
73-76

70-72

67-69

63-66

60-62

0-59
	Letter Grade
C

C-

D+

D

D-

F


Please also note that Simmons College provides additional support services for students having difficulty via the Advising and Academic Support Center.  Do not hesitate to avail yourself of their services if warranted.

Students with documented learning disabilities should make contact with someone from Disability Services (located in Suite P304 of the Potruck Building – x2474) as early in the term as possible. Students who are entitled some kind of accommodation MUST also meet with me to negotiate the form that accommodation will take so that it will fit with the educational goals of the course. Accommodations cannot be made retroactively, so please make every attempt to meet with me within seven days of the start of classes. 

Course Policies

Attendance - Attendance will not be taken, nor is it required. It is difficult, however, to participate when absent. Because so much of this class will involve guided discussions I expect that each of you will come to class prepared.  This includes both assignments that are to be turned in and readings pertaining to each day's class.  Discussions are often valuable forums for learning because they provide practice in thinking, articulating thoughts, evaluating evidence, and applying knowledge, so you should be prepared to share your opinions. Participation will be evaluated during all class meetings, and occasional brief homework assignments are considered part of class participation.  Please note that attendance and participation are not synonymous.

You are responsible for all material presented, handouts, announcements, and changes in scheduling which are made whether you are in class or not.  I will not have time to repeat lectures on an individual basis nor will I be able to re-play or distribute videos; this is what class time is for. Class WILL be held on days adjacent to holidays so please arrange your holiday transportation accordingly. I assume that I am dealing with serious students who plan to be where they are supposed to be every day. In the event of weather emergencies you can find out whether the college has been closed by calling the college weather line at (617) 521-3INF.  

Class - I expect that each of you will come to class prepared.  This includes both assignments that are to be turned in and readings pertaining to each day's class.  Reading before class will facilitate your learning and help ensure that you gain as much as possible from the class material.

College Email - I will sometimes communicate with the entire class by sending bulk email that automatically addresses each of you at your college email account.  For this reason, you will have to check your college email regularly.  I cannot use non-college email addresses (hotmail, aol, etc.) to send bulk emails to the entire class.  If you have a non-college email, then either check both regularly or go to http://email.simmons.edu and have your Simmons email forwarded to whatever account you do check regularly.

Appointments – I encourage you to meet with my outside of class if you have any questions about the course material. I’m on campus and available most days. However, to guarantee my availability, I ask that you sign up for a meeting. My schedule is available on the web at http://www.appointmentquest.com/provider/2050057724. Please make an appointment there.
Academic Integrity - Would you feel comfortable learning, just as you were succumbing to the effects of anesthesia, that your surgeon had cheated throughout college and med school? How would you feel about riding over a long, high bridge with your family and discovering that the engineer who designed it had regularly copied off of his roommate. Would it bother you? Why is it that many jobs require a college degree? What is it these employers are looking for?

Because academic integrity is central to the collegiate philosophy of learning, academic dishonesty of any form (including plagiarism and cheating) will not be tolerated.  Violations of any part of the Honor Code will result in the immediate notification of the honor committee. It is YOUR responsibility to acquire, read, understand, and follow the Simmons College guidelines on academic honesty.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, consult your student handbook.  If you still have questions, please see me before, not after.

Course SchedulePRIVATE 


The following course schedule is tentative and subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class.  You are responsible for any announcements made in class, regardless of whether or not you are class when the announcements were made.

	Topic
	 Reading

	The Fundamental Changes of Adolescence
	

	Biological transitions
	Ch. 1

	Cognitive transitions
	Ch. 2

	Social transitions
	Ch. 3

	
	

	The Contexts of Adolescence
	

	Families
	Ch. 4

	Peers
	Ch. 5

	Schools
	Ch. 6

	Work and leisure
	Ch. 7

	
	

	Psychosocial Development during Adolescence
	

	Identity and autonomy



	Ch. 8 & 9

	Intimacy and sexuality
	Ch. 10 & 11

	Achievement
	Ch. 12

	Psychosocial problems in adolescence
	Ch. 13


COURSE FAQ’S

How can I get in touch with you?

I will try to make communicating with me as easy as possible.  Feel free to meet with me in my office – I’m usually there during the day. If you’d like to be sure I’m there, use my web-based sign-up sheet. It has times that I'm available – go to http://www.appointmentquest.com/provider/2050057724 to sign up for a time.  You can always leave e-mail messages for me; I check frequently throughout the day.  I don’t have voicemail, but you can reach my by phone when I’m in the office. However, DO NOT ASSUME that because you have left a message for me that I have received it. 

Do I have to know everything from the class and the book?

Yes. I have already taken all of the stuff you don’t need to know out of my notes, and I very carefully chose a text with only important information. Why would I knowingly waste time by assigning or going over meaningless material?

Why don’t you cover everything from the text?

Welcome to college. We do four things in class. First, we go over difficult material from the book – that is, material that students have historically found confusing. Second, anything you find confusing in the book, class is the time to ask me to explain it in a different way. Third, I will emphasize especially important material. Finally, I will add material that I think is helpful/necessary for you to understand the principles discussed in this course. I assume that you’ve read the book before class. Thus, class is not a narrative lecture, like the book. Note that if you do not read before class, you may be confused (or at least things will seem a little disjointed). 

Why do you cover stuff that’s not in the book?


See above.

Can I meet with you to ask questions about course content I do not understand or to further discuss topics or issues in psychology?

CERTAINLY, ABSOLUTELY, AND DEFINITELY YES. You can meet with me during my office hours and you can make appointments for other times. You can also ask some questions via email if that is easiest for you. 

Why don’t you take attendance?

First, you are all adults and should be making your own decisions (and paying the consequences for your poor decisions like not coming to class). Every class you miss is like flushing money down the toilet, but it’s your money, not mine. I am a professor, not your parent or your truant officer. I lead a busy and full life without spending time figuring out where you are during class. Also, life happens. There are things more important than this class and many legitimate reasons to miss it. HOWEVER, missing class is not without consequences, even for the best of reasons. You will find this true after Simmons too. You may have to miss your child’s ballet recital for a very good reason. But you still miss the recital (and there won’t be a make-up either).

Do you want me to bring you doctor's notes, athletic event schedules, or other excuses for absence?

NO. Because I don’t take attendance, there is no point.

Should I call you to let you know why I am going to miss/have missed class?


NO. See above.

If my printer fails to function as I am frantically trying to print my paper immediately before class, can I hand write it and still get credit?

NO. There is no reason why you should leave the printing of your papers until shortly before class. The assignments include sufficient time: be professional and complete them with enough time to deal with computer malfunctions.

Can I hand it in late then?

NO. Part of the assignment is handing it in on time. If you haven’t handed it in on time, then you haven’t completed the assignment. What do you think your boss will say when you bring an assignment in late? How will your client fare when you submit a motion to the judge past the deadline? How well will your firm’s bid be received when it’s handed in after the deadline? What if you send patient’s lab report to her PCP late and the wrong treatment is prescribed? How good will your resume look if your application arrives after the deadline? Give yourself enough time to have a printer failure and still get your work in on time.

If I am absent because I am ill on a day when a paper is due, can I hand it in late?

NO. Late papers cannot be accepted. Please finish your paper early enough that if you can’t come to class you can still get it to me on time. You may email papers to me if you are unable to get to class, but they MUST be in a format I can read - .doc or .pdf. I cannot read the new Microsoft .docx files.


If I know I’m going to be absent on an exam day because [insert excuse here], can I take it early?

NO. Exams are only offered once (except as provided by Simmons College Policy).


How can I remember the exam dates. 


Simple, come to class regularly.

What if I am ill on the day of the midterm?

If you are too sick to take the exam, stay home and your score on the final exam will replace it. 

May I go over my exam with you?

CERTAINLY, ABSOLUTELY, AND DEFINITELY YES. This is one of the best ways for you to learn. Please take advantage of it.

It can be very useful to go over an exam with the instructor to learn how you went wrong, what you misunderstood, or what you may have under-emphasized in studying. Going over an exam can also be useful for me since I may learn what material I have to present more clearly or emphasize in class. To accomplish these goals both the student and the teacher have to do some calm, patient listening and clear thinking.  It's unlikely that you'll always be able to listen calmly or patiently or think clearly immediately after you've received the exam.  Clarity and patience are also difficult for an instructor when a student is angry or depressed. For these reasons I ask that you wait until after you've gone over the exam yourself and consulted both your notes and your text before we sit down to discuss your test. I can almost always find an appointment to accommodate your schedule. Please, come to my office to go over your exam, but wait until we are both best equipped to benefit from the experience.

How can I find out what my grade is?

Come to class. I put your cumulative grade on everything I return to you. The only way you won’t know exactly how you’re doing is if you blow off class and don’t get your graded assignments.

Do you give many A’s in this class?

No, none. But, I don’t give any F’s either. Or B’s, C’s, or D’s. You will earn a grade and I will record it and send it to the registrar. I neither give nor take grades – they are based solely on your learning.

Can I meet with you to discuss my grade?

Unless I have made a recording error, grades are determined by performance, not by discussion with me.

Is there extra credit available in this class?

YES, the exams all have extra credit questions. Plus, see above.
Does this course have a web site?

Yes. http://my.simmons.edu/elearning/? gets you to the WebCT login page.

Click on “Logon to WebCT” 

Enter your Simmons userid (the part of your email address before the ‘@’ – mine is ‘turnerg’)

Enter your password

Click on the ‘Psychology 236 link.

You’re in! Explore.

If you have any trouble, please call x2222 for help.

Do I have to know how to use the internet and email to be successful in this course?

YES. Many announcements, handouts, exercises, and other helpful items are only available on the course web site. Also, I occasionally email information to the whole class. See the policy on email addresses above.

Why don’t you respond to the emails I send at 3:15am?

Because I’m asleep then. Although email is a wonderful way for you to send me a message any time you like, I am not available 24/7, nor should you expect me to be. I have a wife, three perfect children, and a dog who need me too. Plus, I eat, sleep, clean, cook, do laundry, etc. just like anyone else.

Why don’t you respond immediately to the emails I send?

While I check email regularly, I don’t check it constantly. See above. If you haven’t received a reply from me within 48 hours (72 on a weekend), please assume that I haven’t gotten your email and re-send it.

What are some ways to lower my grade?

Failing to hand in assignments (or trying to hand them in late) is a good one.

Anything else?


YES. Cheating is another quick way. 

Golly, are there more?

YES. If you really want to lose, missing the final exam is the easiest way.

Do you offer review sessions before exams?

USUALLY. It depends on whether students ask for one. If so, I will offer one. However, I encourage you to form a study group with other students. Use your study group to quiz each other.

How can I do well in this course?

· Attend every class, participate in discussion, and take notes in your own words.

· Read every assigned chapter and article and take notes in your own words.

· Devote sufficient time to reading, the assignments, and studying.

· Spread out your studying – would a professional athlete save a month’s worth of workouts for the night before the big game and expect to do well? You shouldn’t either.

· Take time to think about the course material and how it pertains to you and your life. Cognitive psychologists call this kind of learning “deep processing” and “elaborative rehearsal.” A large body of research has shown that it works better than “rote memorization” or “cramming.”

Why is Dr. Turner such a mean professor?

Sometimes students will look at all these course policies and ask themselves why I’m so mean. Really, mean is not the correct concept. Demanding is a bit nearer the mark. There is a simple answer: The world is demanding and I want to prepare you for the world.
In your professional life after Simmons:
    1. Excuses will not replace performance.
    2. Reading will sometimes be difficult.
    3. Things will have to be done on time.
    4. Consistent, not erratic, performance will be rewarded.
    5. You will have to have to communicate ideas to others, sometimes to large groups.

I would be shirking my responsibility as your instructor if I did not do my utmost to help you to build these transferable life skills. You may be able to find some other, less demanding course than Psych 236. This will not deter me in any way whatsoever from offering you the highest quality educational experience that I can provide. That is why I am here.
 




� Based in large part on J.M. Montepare (2005)


� These policies are subject to change as I deem necessary in order to meet the educational goals of this course. All changes will be announced in class.


� Adapted from Dr. J. Reeder





