Rough Outline

The picture that emerges from 40-plus years of developmental memory research is one of truly impressive competence in very young children and, at the same time, systematic improvement linked to increases in both knowledge and processing capacity. This is not to say that the memory system is perfect. Far from it. Even adults show some significant gaps and biases that we are often unaware of. Furthermore, although people tend to have an intuitive view of memory as a recording of what happens, research has shown that this view of how memory works is fundamentally incorrect. Rather, memory is fundamentally an act of construction. As such, changes in cognition and knowledge have large effects on memory. Furthermore, while these changes are generally correlated with age, they act both within and across different age ranges. Finally, we can not think of memory as a unitary entity. Instead, it is a collection of different structural and functional subsystems, each making a different contribution to our remembering.
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