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Paper 2


Think of the peer groups in your high school. Psychologists theorize that the crowd an adolescent belongs to is partly a cause of his or her behaviors and partly a consequence.  In other words, adolescents' behaviors, activities, dress, musical preferences, etc. "tell" them what crowd to join.  On the other hand, how adolescents act, think, etc. is affected by the crowd they join.  You chose which of these two causal directions best fits most adolescents (i.e., selection or socialization)?  In other words, you stated that adolescents choose the crowd that they belong to because of who they are or you said that who they are determined by which crowd they joined.  

You need to turn the opposite of that choice into a thesis statement. The thesis statement should be emailed to me by 8:00pm Sunday 11/18. I will compile them into a list for us to go over in class on Monday. We will, as a class, decide on 1) whether the submitted statement is a thesis and 2) whether the thesis is a good thesis.
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Paper Assignment II - Phase 2

Think of the crowd YOU belonged to in high school.  Apply your position from phase 1 to your own experiences - even if you believe the causal direction was different for you than for most. Now think of evidence that supports the position you chose in phase 1.  Be sure to include aspects of media (TV, music, etc.), school classes and extracurricular activities, dress, attitudes, etc.  In general, more than one example of each type of effect will be necessary. 

Almost as important as choosing good evidence is being able to articulate WHY your chosen evidence supports your chosen position.  Why is your evidence appropriate, relevant, and forceful?  Sometimes the value of a piece of evidence is self-evident, but often it's not.  For example, some fact might be used to support more than one assertion.  You need to be able to say why some point or example supports the position you took in phase 1. The exercise on the back of this sheet (Believing and Doubting) can help.

Also, be sure not to neglect the theories discussed in the text and class and how they relate to your specific case. Theories help us organize facts.  They tell us which evidence to look for and provide a causal explanatory framework for understanding phenomena (like peers and the crowds they join). Theories could be used in this paper to explain a set (or subset) of examples you've chosen.  You might choose to use a theory to help organize your ideas.  You might even use your case (and its supporting evidence) to evaluate one (or two) of the theories that we've discussed in class.

For this assignment you should be focused on generating ideas.  You shouldn't worry about spelling or grammar; the ideas are more important in this phase.  You may hand in notes, jottings, ideas, trains of thought, or fully developed prose.(10%)
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Believing and Doubting

This exercise is meant to help you with phase 2 of your paper. You may have more than three ideas in each section, but you should have at least three for each.

Write the position you wish to argue (in this case, the one I gave you) in one sentence.

I believe that my position is valid because….

1.

2.

3.

I doubt my position because….

1.

2.

3.

Dr. G. Turner
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Due Friday, April 16th
Now take the ideas you’ve developed and create an outline that lists and organizes the points you want to make.  Related ideas and issues should be grouped together. Often arguments are based on sequential ideas; these ideas should be presented sequentially.  Ideas that rely on other points should come after the appropriate groundwork has been laid.  Sometimes it's best to group like ideas together.  Other times it's better to group ideas that support the same premise together even though they are very different. The goal here is to generate a coherent and logical structure to make a case for your ideas (that you’ve already done). Once your ideas are organized you may find that there are conceptual "gaps" or logical flaws that need to be addressed.  For example, if you argue that X causes Y, but you only discuss X then you've got a problem.  If A causes B and B causes C, then you can't just talk about A and C.  B MUST exist and you must SHOW that it exists. This is a good time to remedy these kinds of problems. Don't even think about an introduction or conclusion at this point.  How can you know what to introduce or how it will conclude if you're not even sure (at this point) what is going to be written? Also, please turn your lists back in (the one that I marked) with this part.
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Topic Sentences And Transition Sentences

Due Monday, December 4, 2006

Look at almost any page of your adolescent psych. text.  It shows quite clearly how topic and transition sentences are used.  Notice four things.  

· First, each topic sentence lets you know what the paragraph is going to be about. 

· Second, all of the sentences in the body of each paragraph relate to the topic sentences.  In other words, there are no "stray" ideas in any of these paragraphs.  Critically, the sentences in the body serve to support the topic sentence.  

· Third, your author tends to use topic sentences as both topics for the paragraph and as transitions between the two paragraphs. This is fine; it doesn't matter so much whether the transition is in the first or last sentence of a paragraph, just that it's there (and not in both places). This sentence helps the reader navigate from one paragraph to the next.  If you use your topic sentences as transitions, then the last sentence in the paragraph that comes before it should be more of a summary sentence.  If the last sentence is a transition sentence, then the topic sentence of the next paragraph tends to stand more on its own.

· Fourth, note that each paragraph is related to both the one that precedes it and the one that follows it.  In other words, there is a logical sequence.  

Use this assignment to guide your thinking about the topic sentence outline.
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Paper Assignment II - Phase 4

To this point, you have a thesis (from phase 1) and an outline (from phase 3).  For this assignment, take your outline and add topic sentences to each part of the outline that will make up a single paragraph, then list (in outline form) the points that you will use to support that topic sentence.  A topic sentence should let the reader know what the paragraph is going to be about.  In addition, add transition sentences (that both summarize the material in the paragraph and lead into the next paragraph) to the end of each paragraph-segment of the outline.  The final product (to be typed) should be an outline that has sentences at the top and bottom of each paragraph and bullet points in between. At this point you should also be thinking about (but not writing about) an introduction and conclusion to your paper.

PLEASE PRINT AND HAND IN TWO COPIES OF THIS PHASE.
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Paper Assignment

The paper should almost write itself at this point.  Take your topic sentence outline, and fill in paragraphs using the points listed in your topic-sentence outline. It is time to add an introductory paragraph that introduces the topic (information from you text might be helpful here) and includes your thesis statement (generally as the last sentence of that paragraph). You should also have a concluding paragraph at the end. Note that the conclusion is just that, some kind of conclusion based on your evidence; not simply a stopping point and not simply a summary of the paper.
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Paper Assignment II

Due Friday, December 4th
Now that your paper is written, it's time to put some polish on it. Take it back home and REVISE it.

· Can you reword sentences, fixing them so that they are more concise, have fewer words, and stick to the point?

· It is interesting to note that many students tack superfluous phrases to the beginnings of their sentences. Can you get rid of distracting and unnecessary phrases like "due to the fact that" or "I intend to show that" or "It can be said that," etc.  

· Do you have any clauses or phrases in your papers that are misplaced modifiers? 

· Has the passive voice been used?  

· Does all of your subjects and verbs agree? How about your subjects and its pronouns - "they" and "their" are plural. 

· Check for run-on sentences and those sentences that are comma splices as well because they are hard to read and don’t make much sense but students write them far too often although they shouldn’t. 

· And sentence fragments too.  

· Do you suffer from the “Inego Montoya” problem? That is, have you used the thesaurus function on your computer misguidedly - if you don't know what a word or phrase means for sure, then LOOK IT UP - the alternatives a thesaurus gives don't have identical meaning in all contexts. For example “due to” generally is not a synonym for “because of.” Rather, “due to” generally means “caused by.”

Finally, please staple your papers!
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Paper Assignment II - Phase 7

Compare this paper to your first essay.  Which is the better paper?  Which is more clearly written?  Which is easier to read? Which makes the better argument? Ask your roommate or some other friend (who’s not in this class) to read both, and without any prompting on your part, tell you which is better.  Even though they haven't taken the course they should be able to make an evaluation of which was the better paper.  We'll take a poll of the results of your readers' opinions. (5%)

