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Now that your paper is written, it's time to put some polish on it. Take it back home and REVISE it.

· Can you reword sentences, fixing them so that they are more concise, have fewer words, and stick to the point?

· It is interesting to note that many students tack superfluous phrases to the beginnings of their sentences. Can you get rid of distracting and unnecessary phrases like "due to the fact that" or "I intend to show that" or "It can be said that," etc.  

· Do you have any clauses or phrases in your papers that are misplaced modifiers? 

· Has the passive voice been used?  

· Does all of your subjects and verbs agree? How about your subjects and its pronouns - "they" and "their" are plural. 

· Check for run-on sentences and those sentences that are comma splices as well because they are hard to read and don’t make much sense but students write them far too often although they shouldn’t. 

· And sentence fragments too.  

· Do you suffer from the “Inego Montoya” problem? That is, have you inappropriately used the thesaurus function on your computer - if you don't know what a word or phrase means for sure, then LOOK IT UP - the alternatives a thesaurus gives don't have identical meaning in all contexts. For example “due to” generally is not a synonym for “because of.” Rather, “due to” generally means “caused by.”

Finally, please staple your papers!

