Experimenter’s Script


Set-Up
(Only necessary when you first log on to the computers)

1. Log on to a computer, and open the “StudentData” (N) drive. If you can’t access the drive, open My Computer and enter \\MCBFS1\StudentData in the address bar. 

2. Open the “305” folder. Copy the “Practice” folder AND the “Real” folder to the desktop. Close the “305” folder so that you won’t accidentally run the experiment from there.

3. Open ONLY the “Practice” folder on the desktop. All of the practice item files should be inside.

Welcome

1. Greet the Participants (Ps), make them feel welcome, and ask them to write their name and class information on the Sign-In Sheet.

2. Ask Ps to read the Consent Form, and to sign it if they are interested in participating. Answer any questions they have as clearly as you can without revealing specific details about the procedure. 

Study Phase

1. Give a copy of the Study Phase Instructions to each P. Ask the Ps to read the instructions carefully, explaining that you will review the instructions together when they have finished.

2. Review the instructions in your own words, and answer any questions about the Study procedure. 

3. Get each P sitting at a computer and explain that the first 5 trials will be for practice. Watch them do the practice trials, and help them by reviewing the instructions if they seem confused.

4. Start the Practice Study Phase experiment on each computer by double-clicking on the “Practice” icon, then pressing the F7 key. Enter your initials and the P#. Have the P begin.

5. Wait for the P to finish the practice trials, and then ask if they have any final questions. Explain that you can’t stop the procedure once it starts. Answer any final questions and proceed.

6. CLOSE the “Practice” folder and open the “Real” folder. Double-click on the “study” icon. Press the F7 key to begin.

7. Enter your initials and the P# and start the voice recorder. If they seem hesitant, tell them that we need to know what words they come up with, but that we can’t write as fast as they speak. We will be writing down what they say on the recording and erasing it immediately.

8. The Ps can start by pressing a key when they’re ready.

Retention Phase

1. When each P reaches the blue screen (“End of Part 1”), press a key on the computer so the data will be saved, and click OK when prompted.

2. Bring the Ps back to the central table. Give each one a Retention Phase sheet (which contains a paragraph for them to read). Ask them to follow the instructions on the page. 

3. When they have finished the paragraph, thank them and ask them to return to the computer. 

Test Phase

1. Bring the Ps back to the same computer they were using before. Give them a copy of the Test Phase Instructions. Once again, ask them to read the instructions to themselves. Then explain the task in your own words, answering any questions as clearly as possible. Be sure that they understand the two responses: YES and NO and that the YES goes with the /-key and that NO goes with the z-key.

2. Start the Test Phase on the computer, by double-clicking the “Test” icon and pressing F7 to begin.

3. Enter your initials and the P# on the computer.

4. Explain that there is no practice in this part of the experiment. They can start by pressing a key when they’re ready.

Good-Bye

1. When each P reaches the blue screen (“The End”), press a key on the computer so the data will be saved, and click OK when prompted.

2. Bring them back to the table when they finish.

3. Thank each P, and give them a copy of the Debriefing Statement to read. Offer to answer any questions they have about the procedure. Emphasize that if they know other students who may be participating, it is important not to tell them any details of the procedure, because there are different versions of it, and because everyone should experience it without preconceptions. Please make sure that the debriefing statements are not taken out of the room!

Save the Data!

On each computer, the “Real” folder should contain two new files with the P# in the name, and the “edat” ending. We need both of those files for every P. Copy those two files to the “StudentData (N) \ 305 \ Data” folder (you will have to open it up). I will retrieve them as soon as possible. Thanks!
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