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Assignment 2 
 
The first section of every empirical article is an abstract.  According to APA guidelines, 
the abstract is “ a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of the article; it allows 
readers to survey the contents of an article quickly…” Furthermore, it is “the most 
important paragraph”1 in the article.  It should be 

1. accurate – it should reflect what is in the paper, and nothing that is not in the body 
of the paper. 

2. self-contained – and not refer to information in the body of the paper for 
definitions, etc. 

3. concise and specific – make each sentence maximally informative.  Be as brief as 
possible; it should not exceed 120 words 

4. non-evaluative – report what happened, not how great it is. 
5. coherent and readable – it should also be a paraphrase, rather than a copy of the 

body of the paper 
 

For empirical studies, this means the abstract should describe 
1. the problem under investigation (in one sentence if possible). 
2. the participants, specifying PERTINENT characteristics 
3. the research method used and the apparatus used 
4. the specific findings 
5. the conclusions and implications 

 
Your assignment, is to read the following article and write an abstract for it.  This 
assignment is due Wednesday, April 24.  
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